Product (Summative) Writing Piece – Quarter 2 - Grade 11 – Instructions and Options
Due Date: ______________________                       Total Value: Major Writing Summative Assessment #2
General Instructions: There will be a number of due dates for this assignment.  Keep track of all of these dates and make sure you meet all of the deadlines.  This is also a mandatory summative assignment and therefore you will be taking your piece of writing through the writing process (brainstorming, rough copy, peer editing, good copy).  All length requirements mentioned below are based on size 12 font, double spaced typed.  Adjust your lengths accordingly if you plan on writing out your assignment by hand.  This assignment will require a fair amount of research; therefore, we have two full class periods booked in the computer lab on ___________________________ and __________________________.
Assignment:  Write a persuasive essay or an expository essay about a topic of your choice.  If you choose an expository essay, you have to make sure you explain all sides of your topic in detail and be careful to maintain an unbiased tone throughout. A writer uses an expository essay when he or she wants to give information about, explain, analyze, or interpret a person, place, thing, or idea.  If you choose a persuasive essay, your essay has to develop an argument and you must support your argument with numerous quotes, examples, statistics, etc.  These quotes, examples and statistics can come from the past or present.  A writer chooses a persuasive essay when he or she wants to persuade readers to take some action or convince them of his or her position on a given topic.  The essay must be a minimum of three pages in length.
Here is what the intro for a persuasive essay about seatbelt use might sound like: 
Despite the fact that some people find seatbelts to be uncomfortable, statistics show that those 
who wear them have a greater chance of surviving car crashes than those who do not wear 
them.  Seatbelts save lives, and if you had seen, as I have, the hospital wards full of the mangled 
bodies of people who refused to wear them, you would also demand that the government institute seatbelt legislation.  Surely safety is more important than comfort.  

Here is what the intro for an expository essay about seatbelt use might sound like: 


Statistics show that people who wear seatbelts have a greater chance of surviving a car crash 
than people who don’t wear them.  Does this statistic tell the whole story, however?

These are the due dates for your essay:
Due Date 1:  For this due date, you must complete your brainstorming.  Your brainstorming can take on a number of different forms (lists, concept webs, diagrams, etc.), but whatever form you choose must be detailed and complete.  You also must do some research to find statistics, facts, quotes, examples, etc. that will support your thesis.  
______________________________________________

Due Date 2:  For this due date, you must have your thesis statement and introduction completed and you must have an outline showing what will be included in each body paragraph of your essay.

______________________________________________

Due Date 3:  For this due date, you must have a completed rough copy ready IN CLASS so your peers can read it and offer feedback and editing.

______________________________________________

Due Date 4:  For this due date, you must have your good copy completed (either typed or neatly written) and you must hand it in along with your brainstorming, rough copy and peer editing comments.

______________________________________________
